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}Clandestine methamphetamine (meth) lab  
ƁA physical location whereby a meth lab, meth lab 

dump site, or precursors used in the manufacturing 
of methamphetamine are seized by law 
enforcement.  





















}Ephedrine/Pseudo Reduction  
ƁRed Phosphorus Method (Red P)  

ƁAnhydrous Ammonia (Nazi)  

ƁOne Pot/Shake and Bake Method  
¶Most common in this area  

 

 



}Characteristic chemicals  
ƁPseudoephedrine  

ƁAmmonium Nitrate  

ƁLithium  

ƁSalt 

ƁSodium hydroxide  

ƁColeman fuel (???)  

ƁHydrochloric/Muriatic acid  



}The reaction  
ƁSodium hydroxide + ammonium nitrate = ammonia gas.  

ƁLithium is the catalyst that reacts with Ammonia gas.  

ƁAmmonia gas pulls the oxygen atom off pseudoephedrine 
molecule.  

ƁPetroleum distillates (Coleman fuel) = medium  

¶Place for the reaction to take place.  

ƁCopper beads = salivated electrons  

¶òWe have dopeó 







}Unique hazards  
ƁREQUIRES special handling  

¶Do NOT handle bottle until cook has finished reacting  

ƁPressurized ammonia containers  

ƁWater reactive metals  

ƁEXTREME fire risk 

 

}Mobile labs  

}Most common lab  



}Advantages  
ƁEntire reaction done in 1 container  

ƁEfficient  

¶1- 2 hour process  

ƁNo stealing/making anhydrous ammonia  

ƁLess odor (easier concealment)  

ƁAll reagents are COMMERCIALLY available  

ƁEasy to discard waste  





 



 



 



 



}Overall dangers to you:  
ƁWater vs. Lithium  

¶Bobby Brown and Whitney Houston  

ƁBurping and gas pressure in bottle  

ƁDormant reactions  
¶Movement restarts the process  

ƁUnknown chemicals and containers  

ƁUnknown gases  
¶Flammable  

¶Harmful if inhaled  

 



}Main cook bottle (plastic)  
ƁFlash fire *VIDEO* 

ƁFlammable gases in environment  

ƁDormant reactions  

ƁBurping  

ƁProper Personal Protective Equipment  

}Main cook bottle (glass)  
ƁEvacuate immediately  

ƁVSP defines this as a BOMB  



}HCL generator bottle  
ƁChemical reaction  

¶Process starts again with movement  

¶Acid gases  

¶Can be neutralized  

¶Baking soda  



}Burn piles, public trash cans, roadside, etc.  
ƁDestroy evidence  

¶They cannot arrest me if they have no proof  

ƁDestroy waste  
¶Anywhere you can litter  

ƁDangers for you  
¶Chemical reactions  

¶Exposure to liquids  

¶Exposure to ***gases***  

¶Exposure of lithium to water  

 

 



}On scene òdump siteó 
ƁMix evidence with trash  

¶Havenõt gotten rid of it yet 

¶Burn it  



}What are some precursors???  



}Catalysts/Solvents/Reagents:  
ƁAmmonium Nitrate (Cold Pack)  

ƁLithium (Battery)  

ƁSodium Hydroxide (Drano)  

ƁSodium Chloride (Salt)  

ƁMuriatic Acid (Pools)  

ƁSulfuric Acid  

ƁColeman Camping Fuel  

 

 



}Any justifiable reason for these???  



}What is most dangerous thing in the picture?  



}Signs/Symptoms of meth user?  
¶Extreme paranoia  

¶Violence  

¶Meth òbugsó 

¶Meth mouth  

¶Illnesses related to needle use  

 

}Decontamination  
¶Industry protocols for exposure?  

¶Dry/wet decon?  

¶Extra clothing?  

 


